
 

Year 4 long term plan/2026 update 

Eltham C of E Primary School 

Year 4 Literacy Long Term Planning 

• This long-term planning grid ensures coverage and progression of the National Curriculum. 

• The document should be used alongside the National Curriculum and ELS/CUSP Spelling 

overview to produce weekly English writing and Guided Reading plans.   

• The whole text specified should be used as part of the teaching sequence for writing.  

Activities should be linked to it where possible but the focus should always be on what is 

going to provide the best stimulus for the children and get the best writing from them. 

• Each whole text(s) should be covered over the half term and writing outcomes over a 2/3/4 

week teaching sequence as appropriate. 

• As much as possible, punctuation and grammar activities should be contextualised and 

taught within the units so that they best fit with the text type that is being covered. 

• Carousel and Whole Class Guided Reading time should be used to specifically teach the 

Skills of DERIC and planning should have a clear focus that reflects these skills. 

• Spellings are planned in line with the ELS scheme and Phase 5 phonics in Year 1 and 

from the Summer term of Year 1 and in Years 2-6 teachers follow the ‘CUSP’ spelling 

programme that covers the statutory requirements of the NC as well as supplementing with 

words from the statutory words lists for Years 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 (see separate 

overview). 

• Handwriting is to be taught in line with Letter Join. 
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Year group: 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Writing 

Core text Fantasy/Traditional 

Tales 

 

Grammar focus for 3 

Weeks with short writing 

tasks 

Leon and the Place 

Between: Angela 

McAllister 

Fantasy/Traditional 

Tales 

 

The Tear Thief: Carol 

Ann Duffy 

People/places-

Legend/epic narrative 

poem/European 

 

Beowulf 

 

People and places-India 

 

Cloud Tea Monkeys: 

Mal Peet (Author), 

Elspeth Graham (Author 

Historical Fiction 

 

Escape From Pompeii: 

Christina Balit 

 

 

People/places/ 

adventure fiction 

 

Transition unit 4/5 

Kensuke’s Kingdom: 

Michael Morpurgo 

Writing outcomes • ENTERTAIN-
Narrative: fantasy 
narrative 
 

• INFORM: Agony 
Aunt Letters 

• INFORM: 
Newspaper Report: 
‘The mystery of the 
stolen tears’. 

 

• INFORM-Non 
Chronological 
report: Sutton Hoo 
(CUSP History Link 
Viking and Anglo 
Saxon struggle…) 

• ENTERTAIN-
Narrative: Setting 
Description  

 

• INFORM- 
Instructions: how to 
guide ‘the art of tea 
making and tasting’ 

• ENTERTAIN-
Narrative: 
Contrasting diaries 

• ENTERTAIN-
Narrative: description 
of the eruption of 
Vesuvius 

• PERSUADE-
ADVERT:  advert to 
buy a house near a 
volcano 

• INFORM-Letter: 
Informal letter to 
friend 

• DISCUSS-Balanced 
Argument: should 
the family sail around 
the world? 

• ENTERTAIN-
Narrative: setting 
description of island 

Writing 
Transcription 

Spelling 
 

Taught through 
CUSP Spelling 

Scheme 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them - see English appendix 1 

• spell further homophones 

• spell words that are often misspelt - see English appendix 1 

• place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, children’s] 

• use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary  

• write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

Writing 
Transcription 
Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines of 
writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch. 

Writing 
Composition 

 

Pupils should be taught to plan their writing by: 

• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

• discussing and recording ideas 
Draft and write by: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
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• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range 
of sentence structures English appendix 2 

• organising paragraphs around a theme 

• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

• in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings] 
Evaluate and edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements 

• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

• read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear 

Writing  
Vocabulary, 

grammar and 
punctuation 

Pupils should be taught to develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English appendix 2 by: 

• extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although 

• using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

• choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

• using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

• using fronted adverbials 

• learning the grammar for Year 4 in English appendix 2 
Indicate grammatical and other features by: 

• using commas after fronted adverbials 

• indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

• using and punctuating direct speech 

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English appendix 2 accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading 

 Year 4: Detail of Statutory content to be introduced (Appendix 2 NC) 

Word The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s  
Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 

Sentence Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths teacher with curly hair) 
Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

Text Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme  
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punctuation Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end punctuation within inverted commas: The 
conductor shouted, “Sit down!”] 
Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names] Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

Terminology for 
pupils 

Determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
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Reading 

Whole Class 
Guided Reading 

Texts 
 

The teaching of 
DERIC skills 

through Whole 
texts/text extracts 

D: Decoding words 
E: Explaining new vocabulary (discussing vocabulary in context and discussing understanding of whole texts) 
R: Retrieving information (Understand, sequence, summarise, retrieve and record information from texts, including nonfiction and dictionaries). 
I: Interpreting information (Draw inferences from texts, explain word meanings, predict information, events or ideas from text, justifying with evidence). 
C: Choice (Explain and comment on the writers’ use of language, structure and presentation and the overall impact on the reader-thinking about the choices made). 

Whole Class Guided 

Reading 

Whole Class Guided 

Reading 
Whole Class Guided 

Reading 

Whole Class Guided 

Reading 

Whole Class Guided 

Reading 
Whole Class Guided 

Reading 

Whole text: Mr Stink-David 

Walliams 

Teachers plan a range of activities around class age appropriate text/extract for that week. 
 

Planning for these lessons is rooted in the ERIC skills, the Reading National Curriculum and Assessment Framework. 
Reading - word 
reading (D) 

 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words they meet 

• Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

Reading - 

comprehension 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of what they read, by: 

• Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

• Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read (E) 

• Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

• Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

• Preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

• Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination (E) (C) 

• Recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 
Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 

• Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context (E) 

• Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text (R) 

• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence (I) 

• Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied (I) 

• Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these (R) 

• Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning (E) 

• Retrieve and record information from non-fiction (R) 

• Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

Spoken Language 

 The national curriculum statutory requirements, which underpin all aspects of spoken language, are the same for all six years of primary education from Y1 to Y6. 
The requirements are further reflected and contextualised within the reading and writing domains. 

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  
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• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Eltham C of E’s 
interpretation of 

how the statutory 
and non-statutory 
spoken language 
guidance can be 
broken down to 

show the 
progression of 

skills and 
knowledge across 

KS1 and KS2. 

• To listen carefully in a range of different contexts and usually respond appropriately to both adults and their peers. 

• To follow complex directions/multi-step instructions without the need for repetition. 

• To generate relevant questions to ask a specific speaker/audience in response to what has been said. 

• To regularly offer answers that are supported with justifiable reasoning. 

• To use intonation when reading aloud to emphasise punctuation. 

• To practise and rehearse sentences and stories, gaining feedback on their performance from teachers and peers. 

• To take on a specific role in role-play/drama activities and participate in focused discussion while remaining in character. 

• To discuss the language choices of other speakers and how this may vary in different situations. 

• To regularly use interesting adjectives, adverbial phrases and extended noun phrases in speech. 

• To know and use language that is acceptable in formal and informal situations with increasing confidence. 

• To recognise powerful vocabulary in stories/ texts that they read or listen to, building these words and phrases into their own talk in an appropriate way. 

• To give descriptions, recounts and narrative retellings with specific details to actively engage listeners. 

• To debate issues and make their opinions on topics clear. 

• To adapt their ideas in response to new information. 

• To engage in discussions, making relevant points and ask for specific additional information or viewpoints from other participants. 

• To begin to challenge opinions with respect. 

• To engage in meaningful discussions in all areas of the curriculum. 


