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Spring term 
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March 2026 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It's hard to believe that another term is over and we only have a 
third of the academic year to go. Summer Term coming is always 
an extremely busy time for schools with Statutory Assessments 
taking place, School Residentials, Productions and leaving 
events.  Once again, I predict that the time will fly by.   

I would like to take the opportunity to wish Miss Samuels all the 
best as today is her last day with us. Miss Samuels has been   
Reception Corbett's class teacher this year.  We are very sad to 
see her go but we will be welcoming Ms Coker who brings a 
wealth of experience to our school. 

I would like to thank you all for you continued support over the 
Spring Term and wish you and your family a very well served 
break over the Easter Period. 

Sending my prayers and thoughts to everyone over the next two 
weeks. 

I look forward to welcoming everyone back for the Summer Term 
on Monday, 13th April 2026. 

God Bless, 

Ms Maryanne Boon 

Acting Headteacher 
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 

 ABSENCE 

Please report any absence either by phone or email to: absence@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk. You must give a reason 

for the absence and let the school know daily if your child is off. 

STUDY BUGS 

Please remember to sign up for Studybugs! Itôs quick and easy to use and integrates directly with our system, saving 

you time on emails and phone calls. Simply scan the QR code on page 4 or use the ones displayed in classroom     

windows to get started. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

A reminder to update us with any changes to your contact details i.e. address, phone number, emergency contact   

details. It is imperative that we have the correct information.  

SCHOOL CLUBS 

Booking for next termôs after school clubs and lunchtime clubs opens on Friday 27th March at 10am and closes on 

Wednesday 15th April at 6pm.  

DRUM LESSONS 

If your child is in Years 4 - 6 and is interested in having drum lessons, please contact Mr Galley at                   

ngmusictuition@gmail.com. Please see page 6 for further details. 

SEND COFFEE MORNING 

The next SEND Coffee Morning is on Friday 17th April at 9am in the studio. Please see page 7 for further details. 

PLACES KIDS EAT FREE (OR FOR Ã1) 

Visit https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free to see where kids eat free (or for Ã1) in the school holidays. 

FREE HOLIDAY CLUBS FOR KIDS 

Children aged between four and 16, and receiving benefit-related free school meals, can get a free  holiday club spot 

this winter through Holiday Food and Fun. From sports to performing arts, thereôs something for everyone. Plus, all 

clubs will provide a delicious, filling lunch every day too. Find out how to book here: https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/

directory/95/holiday_food_and_fun_2021  

FREE HOLIDAY FOOD AND FUN CAMP 

In partnership  with the Royal Borough of Greenwich, Better leisure centres are excited to offer a special opportunity for 

local families. Children who receive benefits-related free school meal vouchers and live within the Royal Borough of 

Greenwich are eligible to attend the FREE Holiday Food and Fun camp. The camp will run Monday 30th March ï 

Thursday 2nd April at participating Better leisure centres. Children will enjoy a variety of fun activities, games, and   

experiences designed to keep them active and engaged during the school holidays. Please see page 8 for further    

details. 

SAFEGUARDING 

If you are concerned about a childôs safety or wellbeing or you want help to look after your own child, you should     

contact Childrenôs Services at Royal Borough of Greenwich. If a child is in immediate danger, you should always call 

the police on 999. Anyone who is concerned about a childôs safety or wellbeing can contact using these details:  

Contact MASH Referral team: Telephone: 020 8921 3172 Email: mash-referrals@royalgreenwich.gov.uk  

THANK YOU 

A huge thank you to members of the PTA for everything you have organised since the start of the school year,          

including the film night, Doughnuts and Diwali, Cosy Clothes Day, the Christmas shop, the wreath-making workshop 

and the Christmas fair, and the school discos. These were all fantastic events and we appreciate your hard work in 

planning and organising them! 

We would also like to thank the PTA for organising the Friday coffee mornings. Please note, all funds raised go towards 

classroom resources.  

https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/directory/95/holiday_food_and_fun_2021
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/directory/95/holiday_food_and_fun_2021
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UPCOMING DATES 
 

Please note, more dates may be added. 

¶ Monday 30th  March - Friday 10th April - Easter Holiday 

¶ Monday 13th April - Start of term (pupils return to school) 

¶ Wednesday 15th April 9.30-10.30am - Easter Prayers Church Service (pupils only)  

¶ Thursday 16th April 9.15-9.45am - Year 5 Chaucer Class Assembly 

¶ Friday 17th April - SEN Coffee Morning 9-10am 

¶ Wednesday 22Ŵ  April - Earth Day 

¶ Thursday 23rd April - Whole Class Photographs 

¶ Thursday 23rd April 9.15-9.45am - Reception North Class Assembly 

¶ Thursday 30th April 9.15-9.45am - Year 1 Mills Class Assembly 

¶ Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday 

¶ Thursday 7th May 9.15-9.45am - Year 1 Bek Class Assembly 

¶ Monday 11th - Thursday 14th May - KS2 Statutory SATs 

¶ Wednesday 20th May  - KS2 Sports Day at Sutcliffe Park 1.30 - 3.30pm 

¶ Thursday 21st May 9.15-9.45am - Reception Corbett Class Assembly 

¶ Monday 25th  May - Friday 29th May - Half-term holiday 

¶ Wednesday 3rd June  - KS1 Sports Day on the KS2 playground and MUGA  9.15 - 10.30 am 

¶ Thursday 4th June 9.15-9.45am - Year 2 Archery Class Assembly 

¶ Monday 8th - Friday 12th June - Year 6 School Journey  

¶ Thursday 11th June 9.15-9.45am - Year 2 Tarn Class Assembly 

¶ Wednesday 17th June - INSET (school closed for pupils) 

¶ Wednesday 24th June - St John the Baptist Festival Church Service (pupils only) 

¶ Friday 3rd July - SEN Coffee Morning 9am - 10am 

¶ Saturday 4th July - Summer Fair 

¶ Friday 10th July - End of year reports sent home 

¶ Wednesday 15th July 10am - Year 6 Leavers Church Service (Year 6 parents/carers welcome) 

¶ Friday 17th July - Last day of summer term (school closes at 1.30pm) 

¶ Monday 20th July - INSET (school closed for pupils) 

¶ Tuesday 1st September 2026 - INSET (school closed for pupils) 

¶ Wednesday 2nd September 2026 - INSET (school closed for pupils) 

¶ Thursday 3rd September 2026 - Children return to school 

¶ Wednesday 7th October 2026 - School photographs (Individual and sibling photos) 

 

 

Please see page 19 for further details of school term dates and Inset Days. 
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ATTENDANCE FOR SPRING 2 TERM 

At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to 

promote and celebrate good attendance and punctuality. Not only 

is good attendance beneficial to pupilsô achievements, it is also an 

excellent ólife skillô.  

 

We use the Royal Borough of Greenwichôs Attendance Advisory 

Service to monitor and support our management of pupil 

attendance. Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their 

childôs attendance has crossed the threshold, even when all 

absences have been correctly documented and understood. If a 

childôs attendance continues to decline and gives the Attendance 

Advisory Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting between the 

school, the parents and the advisory service is convened. 

 

The schoolôs target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 

consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5% 

Every two weeks, the class with the highest percentage 

attendance will get an extra 15 minutes play on the Friday. 

Can we remind parents that all absences and appointments need 

to be supported with a written letter, or appointment card, outlining 

the reason for the absence as soon as your child returns to school.  

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as unauthorised, however a 

childôs overall attendance will be taken into account when 

consideration is given to the Fast Track procedures. 

Class Attendance since  

September 2025 

Corbett 94.4 

North 95.2 

Bek 94.8 

Mills  96.4 

Archery 94.7 

Tarn 96.4 

Sherard 95.8 

Shaw-Brooke 97.4 

Nesbit 95.2 

Gregory 96.1 

Chaucer 96.9 

WG Grace 96.0 

Roper 96.2 

Avery                              96.8 

TOTAL 95.9 

STUDY BUGS 

 

 
 

Please remember to sign up for 

Studybugs! Itôs quick and easy to use 

and integrates directly with our system, 

saving you time on emails and phone 

calls. Simply scan the QR code below or 

use the ones displayed in classroom 

windows to get started. 
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EARTH DAY 
  

 

 

After the success of last yearôs event, Eltham Church of England School will once again be celebrating 
Earth Day this April. This year, our celebrations will take place on Wednesday 22nd April. Established in 
the 1970s and now in its 56th year, Earth Day offers individuals and organisations an opportunity to show 
their commitment to protecting the environment.  

 
How will we be marking Earth Day? 

On Wednesday 22nd April, children are invited to come to school dressed as something from the natural 
world. Alongside their costume, we encourage children to create a placard expressing an environmental 
concern they feel strongly about (e.g., óSave our oceansô, óLetôs go greenô).  Weather permitting, parents 
and carers are warmly invited to stay for our Earth Day Parade, which will take place in the KS2            
playground, beginning at 9:10am.      

Children may also make a voluntary Ã1 donation, which will be donated to the local charity Thames21. 
Thames21 is an environmental organisation dedicated to restoring rivers and waterways across London by 
working with communities to protect and strengthen their local  environments.       

Throughout the day, we will be learning without electricity and making the most of our outdoor spaces both 
in school and in the local area. Activities will include time spent in our Edible Playground, where children 
will plant sunflower seeds in their own planter to take home and care for. We ask that each child brings an 
old container from home to repurpose as a planterðthis could be a plastic pot, an old watering can, or 
even a wellington boot they have outgrown. Later in the term, children will have the opportunity to bring 
their grown sunflowers back to school to be judged by the London Childrenôs Flower Society (date to be 
confirmed).  

Children will also be making Easter bonnets or headpieces in school. To support this, we plan to use      
recycled materials and kindly ask families to save any Easter confectionery wrappings and send them into 
school during the week beginning 20th April.  

 
Please keep an eye on class emails for further information over the coming weeks. 

To summarise, for Earth Day we are asking children to:  

1. Dress as something from the natural world and create an environmental placard.  

2. Bring in a reusable container to use as a planter for their sunflower seed. 

3. Bring in Easter confectionery wrappings to be used when decorating an Easter bonnet or headpiece. 
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DRUM LESSONS 
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SEND COFFEE MORNING 
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GREENWICH HOLIDAY FOOD AND FUN CAMP 

  
 

 



 

 ф 

TWIST FIZZ 
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PLATFORM CRICKET 
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SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

 

Happy Easter from the PTA!   

This term we have continued with our coffee mornings. The feedback on the cafeti¯re coffee has been  
fantastic! So, if you haven't given it a try, please do come over on the last Friday of the month! So far, we 
have been able to give cheques of over Ã100 straight to nursery for an indoor car game, to Year 6 for wet 
play board games, to Year 5 for class reading books, to Reception for accessories for their recently       
refurbished mud kitchen and to Year 1 for reading level books and story books.  

This term, the PTA have given each year Ã600 for an enrichment activity of the teacher's choice. We have 
heard that Reception are off to the Paddington Bear immersive experience which ties in with their          
curriculum topics. They will journey to the Browns' home at 32 Windsor Gardens, and even venture into 
Peru's magical jungle, just as Paddington did! Marmalade sandwiches are a packed lunch must! We are 
excited to hear what other year groups are up to!   

The PTA funded a fantastic author visit for KS1 and EYFS during national storytelling week. Thank you to 
Miss Page for organising! It was a day full of activities and sounded like a huge success. We are also 
funding a visit from a languages theatre company organised by Madame Edwards for Years 4-6. The play 
is called 'Shipwrecked en France!' from Onatti productions. Tres Bien!  

The disco in February was the event of the half term! With songs like Soda Pop, Steve's Lava Chicken and 
Follow the Leader turned up to the max, the very talented Mariam James on the Mic, the children had a 
blast! They showed off their dance moves to their friends and enjoyed one or two snacks from the tuck 
shop! Of course, Mr Curtis got in on the action with a couple of dance offs and Mrs Griffiths enjoyed a   
karaoke moment to Golden using the end of her broom as a mic! What a wonderful evening!  

Your Move Estate Agents, our proud sponsors of the PTA, are running an Easter art competition. To enter, 
please get your children to draw 'a home' on a piece of A4 paper. Use as many art supplies as possible. 
The more colourful the better. Please take your wonderful creations to Your Move at 8 Well Hall Road, 
SE9 6SF in exchange for an Easter Treat! And the chance to win one of three hampers! Please see the 
parent mail for more information. Good luck!  

Please look out for our events next term. Break the Rules Day is coming up and please put the 4th July in 
your diaries for the Summer Fair.  

We would like to take this opportunity, as always to say thank you very much for your continued support. 
We could not give back to the children without you!  

See you in April!  

Love the PTA  
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WHATôS NEW FROM HOPE CLASS 

 HOPE CLASS 

We have had a fantastic half-term in Hope Class, filled with excitement, creativity and lots of wonderful 
learning. The children have thrived and we are incredibly proud of the progress they continue to make. 

This half-term our topic has been Transport, and the children have really enjoyed exploring all the      
different ways people and objects travel. We learned about cars, buses, trains, boats, aeroplanes, and 
even explored rockets and space shuttles as we ventured into the world of space travel. Alongside this, 
we have also been learning about engines: what they are, how they work, and what makes vehicles 
move. The children have asked excellent questions and shown lots of curiosity during these                  
investigations. 

Our phonics learning has been progressing beautifully. So far, the children have learned the sounds s, a, 
t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, and c. They are growing in confidence each week, and we are delighted to see how 
well they are beginning to recognise and use these sounds in their play and early reading activities. 

We also celebrated a wonderful World Book Day. The children looked fantastic in their costumes and 
enjoyed sharing stories, listening to books, and engaging in special book themed activities. It was a   
joyful day full of imagination and excitement. 

As the weather has improved, we have spent more time outdoors, making full use of our newly            
refurbished mud kitchen. The children have loved creating imaginative recipes, digging, mixing, and    
exploring natural materials.  

Looking ahead, our next topic will be Growing. To make this learning even more exciting, we will be    
welcoming some very special visitors into Nurseryé more on that soon! 

Thank you for your continued support. Wishing you all a happy Easter break.  

Warm regards, 

The Hope Class Nursery Team  
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WHATôS NEW FROM RECEPTION 

RECEPTION 
We have had a fun and busy term. Our topics this term have been óWhere in the worldô and 
óSuperheroesô. For our óWhere in the worldô topic we enjoyed learning about the 7 continents. We spent a 
week learning about each continent and completed different activities about each one. We enjoyed our trip 
to óCatford marketô where we went to different market stalls and looked at some different food we might get 
in different countries. Although it was very rainy, we had lots of fun and were so proud of the children as we 
had smiles all day! At the market, we brought some Sorrell, ginger, papaya and plantain chips. We tried the 
plantain chips and papaya and as a year group we made a Sorrell and ginger drink in class. We all tried a bit 
and really liked it even though it was quite sour! We then sold it in the playground and raised Ã68! Thank you 
to everyone who bought a cup of it. We used the money, along with our money we raised from our coffee 
morning to revamp our outdoor area particularly our mud garden. It looks amazing and we have loved    
playing in it. 

  
We would like to say a massive thank you and a goodbye to Miss Samuels. We will miss her very much in 
Reception but wish her all the best! 

We hope you have a lovely Easter! 

  
The Reception Team  
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WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 1 

WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 2 

YEAR 1 
What a wonderful and busy term it has been! We are so proud of everything the children have achieved and all their 
hard work. In writing, the children have been exploring óKatie in Scotlandô, and used the story to inspire their own letter 
persuading the Lion to visit Scotland. We were very persuaded! This term in maths, we focused on measurement,     
discovering how to compare and measure height, length, and mass. The children enjoyed using a range of objects to 
investigate real objects around the classroom. They worked brilliantly, making predictions and checking their estimates 
with accuracy. Great mathematical thinking all round! We have also enjoyed our plant topic in Science. The children 
learned what plants need to grow and used their knowledge to sow their own seeds and bulbs. They have been taking 
great care of them, and we are excited to see how they grow over the next few weeks. Art Week was a highlight of our 
term! The children explored Aboriginal art traditions and created their own X-ray art, carefully painting the inside     
structures of animals before adding different patterns and colours. Their  finished pieces look incredible. The children 
impressed us with their brilliant costumes for World Book Day and enjoyed sharing favourite stories throughout the day. 
Our trip to the National Maritime Museum was great fun too, and we are so proud of how they participated on the day. 
Well done!  

We hope all families enjoy a restful and refreshing Easter break and we look forward to seeing you all in the summer 
term! 

Year 1 Team 

YEAR 2 
Year 2 have been exploring a range of African-themed texts in writing. They created engaging safari guides, studied Lila 
and the Secret of Rain, and even reenacted the story before writing their own narratives using adventurous vocabulary. 
More recently, the children have enjoyed learning about meerkats, producing fantastic fact files and a postcard written 
from the perspective of a meerkat visiting Eltham. 

In Maths, Year 2 have been learning about money, focusing on pounds and pence. The children set up a class shop to 
explore different coin combinations and practised making amounts. They have also been strengthening their 2, 5 and 10 
times tables, using these facts to solve problems and discuss the commutative law, as well as the link between          
multiplication and division. More recently, the class have been working on measurement using centimetres and metres. 
They have enjoyed practical lessons with rulers and scales, measuring a range of objects and becoming much more 
confident at estimating. 

In Art and Design, Year 2 have been exploring printing inspired by the work of William Morris. The children                
experimented with natural and found objects to create repeated patterns, overlapping designs and even lines of       
symmetry. During Art Festival Week, they enjoyed learning about Tingatinga art, linking beautifully with our wider    
learning on Africa. The class created vibrant sunsets and colourful patterned animals, producing some truly eye-
catching artwork. 

In R.E, Year 2 have been learning about the Islamic faith. The children explored key prophets and stories, discussing 
similarities and differences with Christianity. We were also delighted to welcome families of the Islamic faith into school, 
helping enrich the childrenôs understanding and bringing their learning to life ð how wonderful! 

Year 2 Team 
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WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 3 

WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 4 

YEAR 3 

Year 3 have had a fantastic Spring Term and have been working so hard. In history, we began our new topic on the 

Romans. The children have been fascinated to learn how life in Roman times differed depending on your social class. 

They have explored what daily life was like for wealthy Romans compared to slaves and soldiers, and they have 

shown great curiosity and enthusiasm during our discussions. In science, we have been investigating forces and   

magnets. Year 3 have enjoyed carrying out hands-on experiments, exploring friction using different surfaces and    

testing how magnets attract and repel. Their predictions, teamwork and scientific questioning have been excellent. We 

completed our Food Technology unit for the year and the children created their own healthy yet delicious flapjacks. 

They practised safe chopping, measuring and mixing, and were very proud of their final results. In literacy, we have 

been exploring a range of rich and engaging texts, including The Carpet of Dreams from Tales Told in Tents and The 

Last Garden by Rachel Ip. Our writing outcomes have included a diary entry and a detailed setting description inspired 

by The Carpet of Dreams, as well as an extended narrative about overcoming adversity based on The Last Garden. 

The children have worked incredibly hard to develop their vocabulary and writing stamina. We are delighted with the 

progress Year 3 have made this term and the enthusiasm they bring to every lesson. 

We wish all our Year 3 children and their families a wonderful Easter break! 

Miss Page, Mrs Masterson, Mrs Smith and Mrs Wilkins 

YEAR 4 

This Spring Term has been a wonderfully busy and creative period in Year 4, filled with hands-on learning, new skills, 

and exciting curriculum adventures. In our writing lessons, the children have been exploring non-chronological            

reports all about the Anglo-Saxons. They have been working hard to use a wide range of layout and presentation      

features - such as subheadings, fact boxes, labelled diagrams and captions - alongside grammatical skills including 

fronted adverbials, prepositions, and causal conjunctions to organise and explain information clearly. We also enjoyed 

diving into the enchanting story Cloud Tea Monkeys. The children stepped into the role of apprentice Royal Tea Tasters 

and then wrote detailed instructions on how to make the perfect cup of cloud tea, focusing on clarity, sequencing, and 

precise command verbs. In Maths, our focus has moved through several key areas: multiplication and division,          

developing efficient strategies and deepening understanding of number relationships; length and perimeter, including 

measuring accurately and calculating the perimeter of rectilinear shapes and fractions, where we explored unit and non-

unit fractions, equivalence and addition and subtraction of fractions. Our Science topics have been both practical and 

engaging. We have been investigating solids, liquids, and gases, carrying out experiments to observe changes of state. 

We also studied the digestive system, learning how our bodies break down food and the important roles played by     

different organs. In History, our learning has centred on the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, exploring who they were, why 

they came to Britain, and how they shaped our past. In Geography, the children learned to use longitude and latitude, 

developing their understanding of global location and map skills. Year 4 took part in the whole-school Art Festival, where 

our focus was on Japanese art. The children experimented with watercolour washes and created beautiful artwork    

featuring bamboo. Their pieces were proudly displayed in the school exhibition. We had great fun taking part in a golf 

workshop and the children also enjoyed cricket coaching, practising batting, bowling, and teamwork. 

The Year 4 team wish you a happy and joyful Easter and look forward to welcoming the children back for the Summer 

Term. 
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WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 5 

YEAR 5 
 
English 

We have been delving deeper into the world of Cogheart by Peter Bunzl. The children have really enjoyed    
exploring this exciting story and we are continuing to read it together. As part of our writing, the children created 
very detailed newspaper reports about the disappearance of John Hartman. They worked hard to include both 
direct and reported speech, producing some excellent pieces of writing. 

During guided reading sessions, we have also been exploring the characters in greater depth. To make things 
even more fun, a few Malkins - the mechanical fox - even appeared around the school on World Book Day! 

PE and Workshops 

We have been incredibly lucky this term with the range of PE opportunities and workshops available to the   
children - thank you to Miss Feeney! We welcomed cricket and netball coaches, and also took part in scooter 
and golf workshops. The children threw themselves into these fun and engaging sessions and many may have 
discovered activities they would love to continue in the future. 

Looking Ahead to Next Half Term 

- English: We will begin reading Thereôs a Boy in the Girlsô Bathroom by Louis Sachar. 
- Maths: Our focus will be on statistics, including interpreting data and graphs. 
- Science: We will start our new unit on forces. 
- RE: We will revisit Buddhism and explore the question: What is the Buddhist way of life? 
- PE days will remain the same: Monday: Outdoor PE (Tennis), Thursday: Judo with Coach Lawrence 

Please ensure children come to school in the correct PE kit on these days. 

Dates for the Diary 

- Wednesday 22nd April ï Earth Day (Please keep an eye out on ParentMail for further information) 

- Thursday 23rd April - Class photos 

- Wednesday 20th May - KS2 Sports Day 

We are incredibly proud of the progress the children have made this term and the positive attitudes they      
continue to show towards their learning. It has been wonderful to see their enthusiasm across all subjects. 

We are looking forward to another term full of exciting learning in the summer term. Enjoy the two-week break 
and letôs hope for some lovely weather! 

Miss Million, Mrs Edwards, Mr O and Mr Galley 


