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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

Autumn term 

Newsletter  

December 2025  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I honestly cannot believe a whole school term has finished 
already;  and what a term it has been!  It has been an       
action-packed time, full of successes and wonderful                  
memories. The children have worked so incredibly hard. We 
are all so proud of them.  Thank you all for your continued 
support with helping us to ensure your children have the best 
opportunities in order to thrive and to reach their potential.  

It was truly wonderful to see so many families attending all 
the events that have taken place over the term; Parents   
Evenings, Class Trips, Christmas Fair, Nativities and Church 
Services to name but a few. Thank you to everyone involved 
in making these events a success. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the Teachers,  
Support staff, Office and Premises Team, Catering, Midday 
Meals Team and Cleaning staff at Eltham CE who work so 
hard to ensure we give your children the very best              
educational experience. They do all work incredibly hard. I 
am so thankful to all the support they have given me 
throughout my first term here.  Thank you also to the wider 
school community, for your kind messages of support since I 
started. Eltham CE is a very special place to be.  

During the holiday, the school office will be closed. If you 
need to contact the school, please email:  
office@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk. Emails will not be     
monitored regularly but will be responded to at our earliest 
convenience. If you have concerns regarding the safety of a 
child, please contact the Greenwich MASH team on 020 
8921 3172 or email: mash-referrals@royalgreenwich.gov.uk  

Wishing you all a peaceful and happy break over the next 
few weeks. Whether you are going away, staying home,   
celebrating Christmas, or just having some quality family 
time, I hope this is a restful and special time for you all.  See 
you next year on Tuesday 6th January 2026! 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. 

God bless, 

Ms Maryanne Boon 
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Let your light shine prayer  

Come Lord Jesus, come and 
let your light shine through 
us so that through our       
actions we may be salt for 
the earth, a light in people's 
sight and that we might 
reach out to you in one     

another, especially those in 
need. Amen. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE 

 

ABSENCE 

Please report any absence either by phone or email to: absence@elthamce.greenwich.sch.uk. You 

must give a reason for the absence and let the school know daily if your child is off. 

STUDY BUGS 

Please remember to sign up for Studybugs! Itôs quick and easy to use and integrates directly with our 

system, saving you time on emails and phone calls. Simply scan the QR code on page 5 or use the 

ones displayed in classroom windows to get started. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

A reminder to update us with any changes to your contact details i.e. address, phone number,      

emergency contact details. It is imperative that we have the correct information.  

SCHOOL CLUBS 

Booking for next termôs after school clubs and lunchtime clubs opens on 27th December at 10am. 

DRUM LESSONS 

If your child is in Years 4 - 6 and is interested in having drum lessons, please contact Mr Galley at 

ngmusictuition@gmail.com. Please see page 6 for further details. 

PLACES KIDS EAT FREE (OR FOR Ã1) 

Visit https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free to see where kids eat free (or for Ã1) in the school 

holidays. 

FREE HOLIDAY CLUBS FOR KIDS 

Children aged between four and 16, and receiving benefit-related free school meals, can get a free  

holiday club spot this winter through Holiday Food and Fun. From sports to performing arts, thereôs 

something for everyone. Plus, all clubs will provide a delicious, filling lunch every day too. Find out how 

to book here: https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/directory/95/holiday_food_and_fun_2021  

SAFEGUARDING 

If you are concerned about a childôs safety or wellbeing or you want help to look after your own child, 

you should contact Childrenôs Services at Royal Borough of Greenwich. If a child is in immediate    

danger, you should always call the police on 999. Anyone who is concerned about a childôs safety or 

wellbeing can contact using these details: Contact MASH Referral team: Telephone: 020 8921 3172 

Email: mash-referrals@royalgreenwich.gov.uk  

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all the children and parents for all the kind words and lovely gifts you have given to all 

members of staff. We are very grateful!  

https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/directory/95/holiday_food_and_fun_2021
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UPCOMING DATES 
 

Please note, more dates still to come in the New Year. 

¶ Tuesday 6th
 January 2026 - Children return to school at 8:45am.   

  [Please note, Monday 5th January is an INSET DAY  - no children in school] 

¶ Tuesday 3rd
 February - Candlemas Church Service. Rec + KS1 @ 9.30am.  KS2 @2pm (pupils only) 

¶ Friday 13th
 February - SEN Coffee Morning 9am - 10am 

¶ Monday 16th
  February to Friday 20

th
  February - Half-term holiday 

¶ Wednesday 25th
 February - KS1 Disco 

¶ KS2 Disco - TBC 

¶ EYFS Disco - TBC 

¶ Tuesday 24th
 and Wednesday 25

th
 March - Parents Evenings 

¶ Friday 27th
 March - End of term (School closes at 1.30pm) 

¶ Monday 30th
  March - Friday 10

th
  April - Easter Holiday 

¶ Wednesday 15th
 April - Easter Prayers Church Service (pupils only) 

¶ Friday 17th
 April - SEN Coffee Morning 9am - 10am 

¶ Thursday 23rd
 April - Whole Class Photographs 

¶ Monday 4th
 May - Bank Holiday 

¶ Monday 11th
 - Thursday 14

th
 May - KS2 Statutory SATs 

¶ Wednesday 20th
 May  - KS2 Sports Day at Sutcliffe Park 1.30 - 3.30pm 

¶ Monday 25th  
May - Friday 29th May - Half-term holiday 

¶ Wednesday 3rd
 June  - KS1 Sports Day on the KS2 playground and MUGA  9.15 - 10.30 am 

¶ Monday 8th
 - Friday 12

th
 June - Y6 Residential  

¶ Wednesday 17th
 June - INSET (school closed for pupils) 

¶ Wednesday 24th
 June - St John the Baptist Festival Church Service (pupils only) 

¶ Friday 3rd
 July - SEN Coffee Morning 9am - 10am 

¶ Saturday 4th
 July - Summer Fair 

¶ Friday 10th
 July - End of year reports sent home 

¶ Wednesday 15th
 July - 10am Year 6 Leavers Church Service (Year 6 parents/carers welcome) 

¶ Monday 20th
 July - INSET (school closed for pupils) 

¶ Wednesday 7th October 2026 - School photographs (Individual and sibling photos) 

 

 

Please see page 15 for further details of school term dates and Inset Days. 
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ATTENDANCE FOR AUTUMN 2 TERM 

At Eltham Church of England Primary School we continue to 

promote and celebrate good attendance and punctuality. Not only 

is good attendance beneficial to pupilsô achievements, it is also an 

excellent ólife skillô.  

 

We use the Royal Borough of Greenwichôs Attendance Advisory 

Service to monitor and support our management of pupil 

attendance. Under Fast Track, families will be informed when their 

childôs attendance has crossed the threshold, even when all 

absences have been correctly documented and understood. If a 

childôs attendance continues to decline and gives the Attendance 

Advisory Officer a cause for concern, then a meeting between the 

school, the parents and the advisory service is convened. 

 

The schoolôs target is to ensure that whole school attendance is 

consistently above 97% and better still above 97.5% 

Every two weeks, the class with the highest percentage 

attendance will get an extra 15 minutes play on the Friday. 

Can we remind parents that all absences and appointments need 

to be supported with a written letter, or appointment card, outlining 

the reason for the absence as soon as your child returns to school.  

Also, that all holiday will be recorded as unauthorised, however a 

childôs overall attendance will be taken into account when 

consideration is given to the Fast Track procedures. 

Class Attendance since  

September 2025 

Corbett 94.1 

North 94.7 

Bek 95.4 

Mills  96.5 

Archery 94.2 

Tarn 95.7 

Sherard 95.9 

Shaw-Brooke 97.4 

Nesbit 95.6 

Gregory 97.0 

Chaucer 97.3 

WG Grace 97.1 

Roper 96.5 

Avery                               96.1 

TOTAL 96.0 

ELTHAM CENTRE LIBRARY 
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STUDY BUGS 

Please remember to sign up for Studybugs! Itôs quick and easy to use and integrates directly with our 

system, saving you time on emails and phone calls. Simply scan the QR code below or use the ones 

displayed in classroom windows to get started. 
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DRUM LESSONS 
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THE ECO COMMITTEE 
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THE ECO COMMITTEE 
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SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

 Happy Christmas from the PTA!  

Wow wow wow! What a fabulous term weôve had!  

Our fundraising efforts started in September with sold out screenings of K Pop sing along. It was a joy to see the  
children enjoying the film with their friends. The noise when the songs came on was off the scale. Maybe that is one 
for Miss Fryer to organise - the whole school entering Britainôs Got Talent with a medley of songs from the film.     
Finishing off with Golden! The kids raised the roof!  

Doughnuts and Diwali were a huge hit before half term. We were treated to some traditional Indian delights and while 
some donôt celebrate Diwali, it was wonderful to raise awareness of other religions to encourage respectfulness and 
inclusivity.   

After half term, the PTA went into Christmas mode! Once again, we were blown away by your generosity on Cosy 
Clothes Day. The children dressed in comfy clothes for the day in exchange for donations and what fabulous        
donations we received, in abundance! The PTA elves set straight to work converting biscuits, mugs, socks and  
beauty items into festive gifts ready for the Christmas shop. After a lot of arts and crafting, together with funds raised 
previously and alongside your donations, we got together over 3,000 gifts. As we say every year, this is a real       
favourite event of most PTA members. It warms everyoneôs hearts to see how kind and thoughtful the children of our 
school are, carefully deciding what to buy for their loved ones. We hope they have chosen well for you!  

The Christmas Fair on Friday 5th December certainly got us into the Christmas spirit! Madame Edwards wrote a  
lovely review of the event on social media: ñSo many happy smiling faces, and that was just the adults! Stall holders, 
families and volunteers brought Christmas cheer to the Christmas fair and helped make the event such a success. 
There was a wonderful atmosphere and lots of happy faces.ò So much hard work does go on behind the scenes by 
the PTA, so knowing that the event brings joy and excitement makes it all worthwhile. We want to thank every parent 
and staff member who volunteered and gave up their time. From the fabulous Elf grotto, to the singing choir, to the  
kitchen, to the snowboard simulator, to the exciting racing car game, all bases were covered and what a team we 
made! Without your help, the fair would not have been possible. Many thanks to Father Christmas who gave another 
magical performance in amongst a toy shop setting. Buddy the elf was a new addition and anyone who visited the 
grotto would agree, his enthusiasm and óhopping!ô added to the magic perfectly! 

Finally, we would like to thank our new sponsors Your Move Eltham. Not only did they give the PTA money for the 
boards outside parentsô houses, Maria and Laura came and ran the bottle tombola for the evening! They must have 
used their estate agent selling skills because the stall made a whopping Ã182! As well as sponsoring the fair, Your 
Move donated a Ã100 John Lewis voucher to our Christmas raffle that was drawn this week. Did you buy a ticket?! 
Congratulations if you were a winner! If you are thinking of selling your house in the New Year do go in and see     
Maria and Laura at Your Move. They would be very happy to help you and will offer parents preferential rates.   

In amongst all the Christmas prep, we were inspired by a social media post: ñSchools are always doing fundraisers, 
but if they just sold iced coffee in the parent pick up line, theyôd be richer than   Starbucks by Friday!ò. Once a month 
we will be outside in the playground from 8.30 offering tea, coffee from a cafeti¯re, hot chocolate and fruit tea, playing 
Fleetwood Mac! Who needs Starbucks?! Each month we will be working with a different year group to raise money 
for something that the class teachers want to buy for the classroom. First up was Nursery and they made a fantastic 
Ã104 to pay for a giant car ramp that will, no doubt, be greatly enjoyed by the children. Please look out for us each 
month and please sign up to help your year groups!  

Finally, on Friday 12th December, the PTA held their first wreath making workshop. What a success! Many thanks to 
Maywhit Cafe for offering up their space until 9pm and providing hot meals to the wreath makers. Iôm sure it will    
become a staple in the PTA calendar for years to come. 

Thank you all for your support of the PTA this year. Be it making a jolly jar, helping at the summer fair, buying a cup 
of coffee in the morning!  We try to make memories for the children whilst raising money which is used to enrich their 
school journey. Your support is greatly appreciated.  

Have a wonderful Christmas and see you in the New Year!  

Love the PTA 
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LANGUAGES 

FRENCH 
I am already so impressed with the effort and enthusiasm shown by so may children in their language 
learning this term. Year 6 children have just completed their first "Big Write" of the school year and have 
used their notes and resources well to produce extended sentences about clothes in different weathers. 
Year 5 have been on a cultural journey through French architecture and formed some strong opinions 
about which ch©teau they liked the most. Year 4 have been supporting their Maths learning by learning to 
tell the time in line with the story about Sleeping Beauty. Year 3 are currently producing their own versions 
of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' book by Eric Carle, using French dictionaries for the first time. What a start 
for Year 2! The children have already been able to write sentences about which pets they have or would 
like to have. Keep up the good work everyone. 

Two Language Ambassadors have been appointed from Year 6 to support the love of language learning 
and cultural understanding at Eltham. Kacie and Millie were chosen for their consistent enthusiasm for    
language learning over the last five years. So far, their role has involved choosing a 'word (or phrase) of the 
week' which they translate into French, German, Italian, Spanish and a weekly guest language spoken by 
children in our school and is then displayed in various locations around the school. Please see this week's 
festive phrase in the photo below. 

Madame Edwards 

WHATôS NEW FROM HOPE CLASS 
 

HOPE CLASS 

This term in Hope Class, weôve been busy making new friends and learning our daily routines.  We are 
super proud of how well our children have settled into their first experience of School life. The children 
have been exploring numbers 1 to 5, reading pictures and have even begun their exciting name-writing 
journey! 

Weôve enjoyed playing lots of fun games while developing our speech and language skills, and we   
couldnôt be prouder of our amazing óLittle Starsô Nativity performance...how fantastic were they?! 

When we return in the New Year, our new topic will be: 
Animals and Farmyards ï Moo! Oink! Quack! 
We canôt wait to explore all things furry and feathered together! 

As we wrap up this wonderful term, weôd like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry     
Christmas from everyone here in Nursery. 

With love, 
Mrs Griffiths, Miss Andrews, Mrs Jones, and Mrs Quilter 
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WHATôS NEW FROM RECEPTION 

RECEPTION 
It has been a lovely term, getting to know the children. We are so proud of how they have settled in          
Reception. We have been very busy, learning in our classroom and in our outside area, playing with the    
different resources and making lots of friends. 

Last half term, our topic was óOurselvesô and we read books including ófunny bonesô and learnt about        
different parts of the body. We really enjoyed our Doctors and Nurses day, where we talked about people 
who help us and enjoyed having real nurses and paramedics come in and talk to us.   

This half term, our topic was óJourneys.ô We read books including óComing to Englandô, óNaughty Busô and 
óThe Pirates Next Door.ô We cooked and tried plantain after reading óComing to Englandô based on the      
authorôs journey from Jamaica to England. It was delicious! We also enjoyed our pirate day and everyone 
looked amazing in their costumes. The children enjoyed walking the plank and making pirate maps. 
 
We hope that you have a lovely Christmas and Happy New Year!       

The Reception team. 
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WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 1 

WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 2 

YEAR 1 
Year 1 have had a very busy Autumn term! We are so impressed by how well the children have settled into 
new routines and they have already made so much progress. In our writing, we have been exploring a range 
of stories, including the Enormous Turnip, Naughty Bus, The Princess and the Pea and Stick Man. We are so 
proud of their writing already this year! We have done lots of work on addition, subtraction, shapes and   
number bonds in maths too. They are officially number bond heroes! We have also enjoyed exploring         
animals in science, shops around Eltham in history, and the oceans and continents in geography. Our     
learning has been complemented by some exciting off-site visits. This included visiting our church, St John 
the Baptist, to learn about him from Reverend Caroline. We also went all the way up to London to visit the 
Natural History Museum to find out about minibeasts and their habitats. The children were fantastic in their 
debut as stars in the KS1 Nativity, and we are super proud of how bright they shone! 

We would like to wish all Year 1 children and families a very Merry Christmas, and we look forward to seeing 
you in the New Year.  

With best wishes,  

The Year 1 Team.  

YEAR 2 
Year 2 have had a fantastic Autumn Term filled with exciting learning across the curriculum! In Maths, the 
children have worked hard on place value, addition and subtraction, and shape, showing great resilience and 
growing confidence in their problem-solving skills. In Literacy, we have loved exploring óA Squash and a 
Squeezeô, óThe Tiger-Skin Rugô and óNo Dinner!ô, which inspired some brilliant discussions, writing and      
creativity. 

Our Science learning focused on living things and habitats, and the children impressed us with their curiosity 
and use of scientific vocabulary. In History, we explored the Great Fire of London, which was brought to life 
through our trip to the Tower of London. The children especially enjoyed seeing the Monument, a statue that 
reminds us of this significant event, and they asked some thoughtful questions. 

In RE, the children explored why Christians make and try to keep promises, what we can learn from the story 
of Noah, and what the Light of the World means for Christians. They shared thoughtful ideas and showed 
great respect when discussing beliefs and values. We are also incredibly proud of all the children for their 
wonderful efforts in the Nativity ï they performed with confidence and enthusiasm. It has been a joy to see 
how much Year 2 have grown this term. 

The Year 2 Team 
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WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 3 

WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 4 

YEAR 3 
Year 3 have had a fantastic Autumn Term and we are so proud of everything they have achieved! In History, we 
have been learning all about the Stone Age. A highlight of the term was our trip to Creekside Discovery Centre, 
where the children experienced what life might have been like in the Stone Age. They built dens, made fires,    
created paint from leaves, and even produced their own cave paintings ï it was an unforgettable day! In DT, we 
explored mechanisms and levers. The children experimented with making seesaws and  catapults before        
designing their very own Christmas toy. Their creativity and problem-solving skills really shone through. In      
literacy, we have loved reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The children wrote detailed character        
descriptions of Willy Wonka and designed their own chocolate bars to persuade him to invest in their creations. 
This project even involved some market research of existing chocolate bars ï a delicious way to learn! 

We would like to wish all our Year Three children and their families a joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
See you in 2026! 

Miss Page, Mrs Masterson, Mrs Smith and Mrs Wilkins 

YEAR 4 

In maths weôve been diving deep into place value, exploring how numbers work 

and relate to each other. Our  journey continued with multiplication and division, 

where we practiced strategies to solve problems efficiently. We also discovered 

the concept of area, measuring spaces and understanding how it connects to 

real-life situations. In English, our reading adventures took us into magical 

worlds! With Leon and the Place Between, we wrote engaging narratives, 

bringing the storyôs wonder to life through our own creative twists. Later, The 

Tear Thief inspired us to write agony aunt letters and newspaper reports about 

the mysterious case of the ñmissing tears.ò As historians, we stepped back in 

time to learn about the Anglo-Saxons, uncovering fascinating facts about their 

way of life and the heptarchy of Kingdoms. A highlight was our trip to the British 

Museum, where we  explored  incredible artifacts in the Sutton Hoo exhibition 

that deepened our understanding of this period. As geographers, our focus was 

on riversðhow they form, their features, and their importance to the             

environment. We even traced the journey of a river from source to mouth!    

Creativity flowed in our art lessons as we produced abstract pieces,              

experimenting with shapes and colors while exploring the concept of negative 

space. In RE we learnt about the Old Testament heroes of Abraham, David, 

Noah and Ruth and most recently have thought about the journey through      

Advent how John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. 

Itôs been a fantastic term of curiosity and creativity, and we canôt wait to see 

what the next one brings! We wish you and your families a peaceful and joyous 

Christmas and look forward to welcoming the children back to school in       

January. 

The Year 4 Team 
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WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 5 

WHATôS NEW FROM YEAR 6 

YEAR 5 
Year 5 have had a busy Autumn Term and did amazingly well in their assessments and we are extremely proud of 
the progress they are making. In Art, we have focussed on drawing and painting in the style of Friedensreich   
Hundertwasser and printmaking, specifically reduction printing. We are fascinated with the  Ancient Greeks and 
have thoroughly enjoyed our research in this area. It is clear to see the enthusiasm across the year group for this 
subject. The Children also enjoyed the Ancient Greek Workshop and dressing up for our Greek Day! In music we 
have been looking at the genre of gospel and learning how to harmonise. We also sang sea shanties which 
helped develop our rhythm skills using cups for percussion. Next half term, we will be learning about the Maya 
Civilisation in history and grid references in geography. We will also be learning about Forces in science and    
textiles/collage in art among many other things.  

We would like to wish all our Year Five children and their families a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
See you in 2026! 

Miss Million, Miss Feeney, Mr Galley and Mrs Senner 

YEAR 6 
Year 6 have had an incredible start to the year! In History and Writing, our learning around World War II has 
sparked some fantastic discussions, thoughtful pieces of work and exciting trips beyond the classroom. The     
children have been deeply engaged with this fascinating topic and itôs been a pleasure to see their curiosity and 
thirst for knowledge grow. One of the highlights was our trip to the Imperial War Museum, where the  children    
explored both World War I and II in more depth. They even stepped into the role of reporters, creating impressive 
mini-documentaries based on what they had learned which demonstrated their creativity and enthusiasm! 

It hasnôt just been about history, though; our term has been jam-packed with PE! Weôve enjoyed teaching some 
amazing gymnastics, taken part in football tournaments and even had the incredible opportunity to do a stadium 
tour of Charlton Football Ground. Finally, in Science, we have been learning about electricity. This exciting topic 
has enabled us to carry out fantastic experiments testing different components in a circuit and we even got       
creative by making atoms out of Skittles! 

It has been a lovely first term in Year 6 and we really look forward to continuing all our exciting learning in        
January. 

The Year 6 Team 


